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efficiency improvements account for more
than two million jobs and hundreds of billions
of dollars in families’ and businesses’ savings on
utility bills. Pensions, sovereign wealth funds,
and other institutional investors are attracted
to real estate assets that boast high energy
performance. Moreover, ENERGY STAR is a
great investment for taxpayers. EPA should
continue to receive the same level of modest
funding for the program, which provides
excellent “bang for the buck” in terms of the
energy and economic beneﬁts it creates.
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The EPA’s voluntary
ENERGY STAR program
supports more than 2
million jobs and has saved
American families and
businesses more than
$400 billion in utility bills
since its inception.
An estimated 40% of the U.S. commercial
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See https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/about-us/facts-and-stats.
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the burdens of responsible energy use and
efficiency with their landlords.
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performance, cost-saving leased spaces. The
EPA should continue to encourage shared
responsibility between tenants and landlords
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for high efficiency, reduced cost energy use.

The Roundtable is honored
to partner with the EPA
through its “Smart Sectors”
program, which allows
the agency to beneﬁt
from industry experience
and expertise. We have
already shared our initial
recommendations for
responsible regulation, and
advised the EPA to
(a) continue funding its
highly successful ENERGY
STAR program,
(b) cease efforts to regulate
commonplace renovation,
repair, and painting in
public and commercial
spaces, and (c) avoid
“double regulation” over
public stormwater systems
already governed by the
Clean Water Act.
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of buildings were built before modern
energy efficiency codes and standards
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Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO) has played
a key role in the development of
Roundtable-backed “ENERGY STAR for
Tenants” legislation.
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See EPA, “Benchmarking and Energy Savings — Data Trends,” available at
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/ﬁles/buildings/tools/DataTrends_Savings_20121002.pdf

15

