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Summary

President Trump’s Executive Order on “Unleashing American Energy ” calls for policies to: cut energy costs; 
strengthen the nation’s electric grid by developing “base load” power resources (coal, gas, nuclear) over 
intermittent sources (solar, wind); streamlin e federal permitting of energy infrastructure projects; and ensur e 
America wins the global race for AI leadership.

The U.S. commercial real estate industry has a central role to play in achieving the country ’s energy and economic 
goals. With energy demand surging, real estate is a critical partner to support energy investments, increase energy 
efficiency, and deliver energy savings across the economy.

Key Takeaways

• No energy should be wasted and efficiency should be prioritized. Doing more with less energy
consumption is the most cost -eff ective way for buildings to lower utility bills for owners and tenants, and
strengthe n U.S. energy security. Building retrofits that use less energy save consumers money, support grid
reliability, and free up power for AI, mining crypto, and re -shoring the U.S . industrial base.

• Grid reliability  is essential . It is crucial  to expand grid capacity and invest in long -distance transmission.
Federal permitting reform is critical  to speed up energy infrastructure projects.

• RER supports a national “all of the above” energy strategy  that invests in building efficiency, grid 
modernization, faster permitting, and innovation  across all energy sources . 

Background

Electricity Demand is S piking from a “ P erfect S torm” of Multiple F orces

• AI and Data Centers: Expected to account for nearly half of global demand growth through 2030. ( IEA 
2025 )

• EV Charging: Electric vehicles are expected to raise global power demand 6 -8 percent  by 2035 . (IEA 2024 )

• Manufacturing Reshoring: New U.S. facilities for semiconductors, batteries, and critical -minerals
production will significantly increase industrial load . (CSIS 2024 )

• Crypto Mining: U.S. Bitcoin mining consumes electricity equal to powering 6 million homes . (EIA 2024 ) 

• Building Electrification: 40  percent  of U.S. buildings now use electric heating —driven by codes, tenant 
preferences, and investor sustainability demands . (BOMA 2023 )

Billions in Private Investments

• Unprecedented demand for electricity is prompting major private sector investments to shore -up the grid’s
security and reliability  for “baseload” power (gas, oil, nuclear, hydro) , amid the Trump administration’s 
cancellation of Biden era clean energy projects and funds.  

• Investor -owned electric companies were forecasted to invest an unprecedented record -high $208 billion in
capital projects in 2025 —a $30 billion increase from 2024 —to modernize transmission systems, expand
capacity, and manage consumer costs, according to the Edison Electric Institute  (EEI).

Permitting Reform  is a Priority

• Permitting reform is a bipartisan priority on Capitol Hill.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/
https://www.iea.org/news/ai-is-set-to-drive-surging-electricity-demand-from-data-centres-while-offering-the-potential-to-transform-how-the-energy-sector-works
https://www.iea.org/news/ai-is-set-to-drive-surging-electricity-demand-from-data-centres-while-offering-the-potential-to-transform-how-the-energy-sector-works
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2024
https://www.csis.org/analysis/energy-considerations-dawn-strategic-manufacturing
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=61364
https://boma.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/BOMA-Electrification-Study-2023.pdf
https://www.eei.org/-/media/Project/EEI/Documents/Issues-and-Policy/Finance-And-Tax/IndustryCapexReport.pdf
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• The SPEED Act  (HR 4776) passed the House on Dec . 18, 2025, to reform and streamline the process for 
federal environmental reviews to build energy infrastructure projects. The bill is now under Senate 
consideration . 

• RER explained real estate’s interest in energy permitting reform to spur housing and other economic
development. ( Letter , Dec. 8, 2025)

• RER also joined a  multi -industy business coalition letter (Dec.  16, 2025) supporting the SPEED Act ,
explaining why a quicker permitting process advances U .S . economic growth.

R ecommendations

Strengthen Grid Reliability and Expansion:  Electricity demand is surging. Lawmakers must encourage 

investments to support quick, cost -effective, and reliable power.

Prioritize  Building Efficiency:  Reducing energy use in buildings —“nega -watts” —is the lowest -cost pathway to 

achieving U.S. energy dominance.

Embrace “All of the Above” Energy Creation:  America must lead across all energy technologies, regardless of 

fuel source,  to achieve America’s energy dominance. 

Pass Permitting Reform  (SPEED Act) : The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) must be reformed to

speed up the lengthy, burdensome permitting process for new energy projects.  Also, projects once approved 
should be allowed to finish —and later political administrations should be barred from revoking previously and 
legitimately issued permits.  

https://www.rer.org/wp-content/uploads/RER_Speed_Act_Letter_FINAL_120825.pdf
https://www.uschamber.com/assets/documents/Coalition-in-Support-of-SPEED-Act.pdf



